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Chinese border, where a numerous army appeared to
oppose them. The numbers of the Indians were at
this time greatly diminished, and being much inferior
to the enemy they were struck with dismay, which was
only increased when they realised their distance from
home, the rugged nature of the country they had
passed, the approach of the rainy season, and the
scarcity of provisions which was now badly felt. With
these feelings they commenced their retreat to the foot
of the range of hills, where the mountaineers, rushing
down upon them, plundered their baggage, and the
Chinese army also followed them closely. In this
distressing situation the Indian troops remained seven
days, suffering greatly from famine. At length the
rain began to fall in torrents and the cavalry were up
to the bellies of their horses in water. The rains
obliged the Chinese to move their camp to a greater
distance, and gave Khoosroo Hulk some hopes of
effecting his retreat ; but he found the low country
completely inundated, and the mountains covered with
impervious woods. The misfortunes of the army
seemed to be at a crisis ; no passage remained to them
for retreat but that by which they had entered the
hills, and which was now occupied by the mountain-
eers. So that in the short space of fifteen days the
Indian army fell a prey to famine, and became the
victims of the king's ambition. Scarcely a man re-
turned to relate the particulars excepting some of those
left behind in the garrisons below, and the few of those
troops who evaded the enemy did not escape the more
fatal vengeance of the king, who ordered them to be
put to death on their return to Delhi." Mahomed
later sent another army to avenge the loss of the first;